THE    DUKE    OF     WINDSOR
him.... went across to St. James's Palace and knocked
on the dark polished door under the low arches. Behind
that door are the quarters of Sir Godfrey Thomas....
private secretary to the Prince of Wales. Curtis Bennett
and Godfrey Thomas had a talk. The result of that talk
was that the Prince decided to go North and see con-
ditions for himself. He would go informally, with
Godfrey Thomas and Curtis Bennett. No receptions.
No dinners with county magnates. No mayors' addresses
of welcome. No organised plan. No equerry and no
police escorts.
"This latter provision upset the chief constables of
selected districts. They couldn't see how the Prince
could get along without police protection, and one or
two rather thought there ought to be troops around.
Otherwise they would have to wash their hands of all
responsibility.
"Off went the trio. They put up at a station hotel in
a northern city. Curtis Bennett had the name of an
elderly miner in the first village to be visited. The miner
shook his head. He had a death in the house. His wife
had died that morning, Curtis Bennett went back, des-
pondent, to tell the Prince what had happened and to
explain that he scarcely knew what to suggest next.
" I'd like to go in,' said the Prince quietly. He went
in. The miner's daughter was inside, a nice girl, employed
as a domestic servant in a good family. The Prince caught
her arm and gave it a comforting little shake.
" 1 understand/
"That broke the ice. It also emboldened the girl to
ask, with the simplicity of a child of the people, 'Would
you come up to see my mother, sir?'
"The Prince nodded.  They went upstairs.
"It chanced that in the early afternoon, in another
village, they came to a row of terrible little houses. They
picked out one by chance and knocked. Could he come
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